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Introduction
 Overview of Archives and Special Collections
 Local History Collections
 Records of Middletown Studies
 Film Clips from Middletown documentary series
 Digital Collections 
Overview of Archives & Special 
Collections
 Where are we located?
 What hours are we open?
 What to expect when you visit Archives & Special 
Collections?
 Website: http://www.bsu.edu/libraries/archives
Conducting Research
 How do you find resources in Archives and Special 
Collections?
 CardCat
 Archives & Special Collections Website
 Collection Guides
 Finding Aids
 Online Exhibits
Collection Areas: Rare Books and Manuscript 
Collections 
Collection Areas: University Archives
Collection Areas: Stoeckel Archives of Local 
History 
http://www.bsu.edu/library/collections/ar
 
chives/stoeckel/
Collection Areas: Stoeckel Archives of Local 
History 
 Established in 1979.
 Named in honor of Althea Stoeckel, BSU Professor 
of History.
 Contains a wealth of materials concerning Muncie, 
Delaware County and East Central Indiana.
 Includes records of business and industry; churches; 
clubs and organizations; education; government; 
social and political; oral histories and photographs.
Collection Areas: Middletown Studies Collections
Middletown Studies Collection
 Origin of Middletown
 Robert S. Lynd and Helen Merrell Lynd
 Middletown (1929)
 Middletown in Transition (1937)
 “…the aim of the field of investigation recorded in the 
following pages was to study the interwoven trends that are 
the life of a small American city.”
 "Getting Living," "Making a Home," "Training the Young," 
"Using Leisure," "Engaging in Religious Practice," and 
"Engaging in Community Activities.“
Middletown Studies Collection
 Preserve and make available the records of the 
Center for Middletown Studies in the University 
Archives.
These document the activities of the Center and the 
Middletown research that is promotes
 Collect, preserve, and make available the 
research of Muncie as Middletown, one of the 
most studied cities in the country.
Middletown Studies Collection
 Copies of the original books published by Helen 
Lynd.
 Photographs by Margaret Bourke-White 
 Middletown Articles 
 Middletown III Surveys
 Middletown Film Series
 Access to online resources
Middletown Studies Collection: Margaret 
Bourke-White Photographs
Margaret Bourke‐White
Time Magazine, May 10, 1937
Middletown Studies Collection: Margaret 
Bourke-White Photographs
Middletown Studies Collection: Margaret 
Bourke-White Photographs
Middletown Studies Collection: Margaret 
Bourke-White Photographs
Middletown Studies Collection: Margaret 
Bourke-White Photographs
Middletown Studies Collection: Margaret 
Bourke-White Photographs
Middletown Studies Collection: Margaret 
Bourke-White Photographs
Middletown Studies Collection: Articles 
Collection
 We collect any articles, working papers, 
dissertations, theses, and other writings that cite the 
Middletown books and more recent research.
We have copies of these articles in Archives & 
Special Collections and a database that organizes 
them by author, title, and subject.
Middletown Studies Collection: 
Middletown III
 The Middletown III Project (1970s) was the first 
major study to replicate the Lynd studies.  They 
used the same categories as the Lynd study with the 
addition of Black Middletown.
 We have the original surveys done in this project, 
survey notes, working papers, computer tapes, and 
other materials that resulted from the project.
 Middletown Families, 1982
 All the Faithful People, 1983
Middletown Studies Collection: 
Middletown III
Middletown Studies Collection: 
Middletown III
Middletown Studies Collection: 
Middletown Film Series
 Middletown Film Series
 The film series is aired on PBS in 1982.  It included 
“vignettes” of contemporary Muncie life:
 The Campaign – an account of the 1979 mayoral 
election
 Family Business – showed a family struggling to 
operate a pizza franchise
 The Big Game – Looked at high school basketball in 
Muncie through the eyes of one black and one white 
player
 Community of Praise – showed a family searching for 
religious meaning in Pentecostal experience
Middletown Studies Collection: 
Middletown Film Series
Second Time Around – showed a couple about to 
be married, each partner for the second time.
Seventeen – Followed students at South Side High 
School. It was criticized for showing students doing 
drugs and using sexually explicit language.
Middletown Studies Collection: 
Other Books on Middletown
 Middletown Families, 1982
 All the Faithful People, 1983
 Middletown Jews edited by Dan Rottenberg, 1997
 Dick Green’s Neighborhood by John Straw, 2000
 Other Side of Middletown, 2003
Middletown Digital Archives
 Digitized materials available through Ball State 
University Libraries’ Digital Media Repository 
(http://libx.bsu.edu):
 Oral histories
 Photographs
 Maps 
 Documents
 Films – The Man Haters
